
The Fascist Coup in Chi2e
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The Popular Unity coalition government led by Salva-
dor Allende, af ;er riiiarly 3 years in office, was oVerlirown
by an army coup. Presidew Mende himself was murdered.

The milkary coup has the backing of the rightisP busi-
ness interes 8, local and 'foreign. Bu, I the US government
was quick to deny any involvement.

Such .denial however, 78 not to be taken seriously. US
administirations have a long record of deceit ia cover up
Liheir misdeeds,

. - The Kennedy admin'stration said that it recognised
he PPP govern.men.' because it came to office by democratic

elections in.1961. Yet soon . after, it used 'Ale CIA to under-
mine the- PPP, and pressured British Govirnrnent to ,dis-
lodge it, _.

The Eisenhower administration lied about spying over
lie Soviet Union until the Russians produced the wrecked
U-2 pIne and the spy, Gary Powers. .

- Ambassador Adlai' Stevenson 'denied in the United Na-
‘i!i ons,USinvolvement in the ."Bay of Pigs" invasion of Cuba in
1961. Later; however, the involvement was documented.

BIG BUSINESS

US businesis .nterests were concerned aboui l Chile not
only because of imernal developments. There was also con-
cern abour l its potitical signif.canc for the Weskrn Hemis-
phero als a whole. Anothdr socialist country would be a pace-
seleir for LatIn American and Caribbean countries where re-
volution is high up on the agenda.

US involvement before and afte, the 1970 elections in
Chile, was brought ou' l in hearings before the US Senate Sub-
Committee on muliiirrational corporations. AtJempls were
made by In0-erna'ional Telephone and Telegraph (ITT) and
Witham Broe, Western Hemisphere head of the Central In-
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lelligence kV;ency (CIA), to defeat All ,,ncle, to prevent his
inauguration, and. to carry ou;,.' economic aggression against
his government. •

COLD WAR
•

TIME magazine. (April 9, 1973) under a headline "The'
Worse Things Get The Better'', .gave the following chrono-
logy of collaborariion as was unravelled during the hearings: •

-July 16, 1970: Broe met with ITT Chairman Hak-old
Geneen in Washing! on. The meeting had been proposed to
Richard Helms, then the CIA. chief by John McCone, an ITT
direc lor and former head of the CIA. Broe said that Geneen •
told him that ITT was willing to pu up a 'substantial) fund' to
support a conservative candidate for President 'n the eke-

-, Chile to be held September 4. According to Broe,
that time dhe CIA declined the proposal because the US was
not supporting a cancl ;date in the Chilean eleclkon.

-September 4: Ai;knde won a 36 per cent plurality bud
stil had to face a run-off vote in the Chilean Congress Oc.'!o-
ber 24
• 'September 9-10: Geneen told McCone at an•ITT'board
meeting that he was willing to put up $1,000,000 for the US.
government to use in Chile. A few ,days later; McCone made
offeys to both Henry Kiss anger and Helnis of 'up to
$1,000,000 to support any government plan for the purpose
of bringing about a coalition of the Dppositkon to Allende'.
McGone did not receive an answer. •

"SeptembeIr. 29: Brae then made whal amounted to a
counterproposal to ITT Senior Vice-President Edward
Gerrity Jr. Brae said 'drat he discussed wiJh Gerrity 'the
feasibility of possible actions by US companies designed to
create or accelerate economic insYabil'ity in Chile'. Broe
men'ioned such measures as the cancellation of credit lines.
;to Chile by American banks, a slowdown in delivery of ma-
ch'nery spare parrs, ac,,...(i on to fc, ,:ce savings and loan institu-
tions to close down, and the withdrawal of technical assist
ance. Broe gave Gerrity a list of American companies that
might help in such a plan, 'provicrng the economic course
was feasible'. Gerrity said that he was opposed to creating
economic cliOnrbances, but later organised, according to the,,
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test'triony, at leas::. two meetings wit1h T epresent4ives of such
companies as Anaconda, Kenneca t Copper, Bank of Air4tri-

, Ca; Pfizer Inc., and Ralston Purina. The other companies
Were not willing to go along wi h such .adventuris,m.

•
• NIXON AUTHORISED

Before Allencle's election it was disclosed that Nixon
auf,hariied the .'1..JS Ambassador in Chile do all possible
to .keep Alitende from taking power- . And the Chilean army
Was promised - full rnajer' fal and financial assistance for the
effort against Allende'',

Adtually, in . 1972, the US extended US $10 million to
the Chilean air force to buy transport planes and ot ; ,her equip-
ment,

•Rightis .:: forces ins de Chile and some conservatives out-
Is de have ,.(ried to blame the Allende government for causing

, its own downfall. Its policies, they say, led to inflatlan and
grave dissatisfaction.

Bu the Inflation was largely due to the US campaign to
'create an econom'Ic squeeze ' .'aimed at introducing an econo-

. . mic col'Iapse.

Thus, while the Pentagon agreed to give millitary aid Qo
Chile's bas, the US . Export-Import Bank refused in August
197 l',. -to make a US $21 million loan to Lan-C .hle airline to
buy' thiree Boeing Je.ls, even though the airline had a perfect
repayment record'?.

COPPER PRICE

, The monopolists dropped the price of copper, Chile's
main export, from 59 cents in 1970 ',10 48 cents in 1972, re-
suliçimg in a loss of US $240 ninon annually, a large sum
considering that foreign currency earnings were only
$1,400 rr011ion.

At the same -Anne, foreign credit was reduced from US
$240 million to $32 million a year. And prices of 'mports

• increased, In 1972, i cost about US $100 in :Ilion more to
buY.food, medicines and supplies ,overseas.

The US governmen.< also pressured other lenders not to
-agree to reschedule the huge annual debt repayments.
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• Guyana under We PPP, said the witch-hunpers, was go-
.. ing to be a second Cuba in the Wesern Hemisphere. . So -

ft .
 was said would Chile be under Marxist Allende.

• • CRUSADE

There was also legal' seizure of copper shipment to
France.

All these acJs of ,economic aggression robbed the Chil-
ean economy of foreign exchange to buy needed foods and
suppes.

In addition, Allende's wealthy opponents wen in for a
policy of hoarding and black-marketing.

OUR CONVERSATIONS •

On five occasions Allende and I talked — at the Inner-
American Conference for Derrioeracy and Freedom in Vene-
zuela in April 1960; in Chile in 1961, i in Havana, Cuba n
1966 a '

;: the Tr-Continental Conference, in Moscow in 1969
and again in ,Chile in October 1972.

Always it was 'he same theme how to get and hold
political power for the benefit .f the masses.

In 1958, he lost We Presidential elections by about
40,000 votes. That was about the total number won by a left-

winger who had ra4ed and biloken away from the alliance he
led

SOLIDARITY
At Maracai, Venezue,a, when be successfully battled.

against an Arnetrican manoeuvre to isolate Cuba,- he talked
abott the need for a hemiispheri,c organisation. Solidarity, he..
painted out, was absolutely essential; imperiIalism was cap-
able of overtly and covertly operating everywhere. SimilartY,
the people's force in every coun'ry must also be 'able to lend .
support , to each other.

This vii ewpoint took form Later in the Tri-con'''(nenta'r:
ganisation (OSPAAL) in 1966, and the Latin American'
Soliclar'.,ty Organisation (OLAS) in 1967.

In our conversauion a day before I left chile in October
1972, Allende and a couple of his closest aides were keen-
ly interested in my account of the US and CIA invo',vernent
in our affairs, We extensive , propaganda campaign, the f o-
mewing, and fin ncing of strikes and riots.

Interest was kegn because there were so many simi-
laides between Guyana and Chile.
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The Chrisian . Anti-Communist Crusade admititecl spend-
ing US $45,000 daring the 1961.  election campaign to defeat
the PPP. Imierniiional Telephone and Telegraph (ITT) and

'others spent millions ,Lo defea tt; the Unidad Popular. Accord-
ing to -the influential WASHINGTON POST, the CIA alone
threw in about $20 million to help Allende's. opponent, Ed-
uardo Frei,, during the 1970 elections.

Wfrati evinced :the greatest interest was the subversive acti-
vities of 'he CIA in . fomenting the 80-day strike, how the CIA
agent Howard McCabe opera:Jed through the PUblic Service

, Internaionali and NUPS .E, how CIA. funds were channelled
through the Golham Foundation to pay the workers during
he strike, how local t,rade union leaders had been trained in

subvers',on . in Washing:on by the CIA and the Institute for
Free Labour Development (AIFLD), how big business
closed their doors and paid their workers to go out and dem
onsaTate in the streetis.

Allende asked me to send' all the available literature we
had. , He instrud,ed that publicity should be given to the CIA
activities in Guyana as a warning to Chileans.

VIOLENCE, •
At one point, Allende asked in the light of our experience

2- for my observaIons on the sktuation in Chile.
. The reactionary forces, I said would not immediately re-
sort to a mili ta y c .o u p. They would bide , their
:time, hoping to defeat the U n ,d ad Popular
on tie election front, that 'imperialist 'economic aggression
drop in prices of copper, freeze on foreign credits, high-
er, prices for imports, etc.) coupled with local reactionary
strife (demonsdfrations and strkes) and sabotage would re-
Ault in hardships for the working /*of:4e: that inflátion, short

.4gei and high prices will lead to d i ssatisfaction and loss of
electoral support.
, The danger point: would be We March 1973 elections,
1 pointed out.
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If the Unidad Popular gained support, then the right-
wing forces, frusiirated thriough their failure to get their
anticipated major . :'ar to errablIe them k3o impeach the Presi-
dent, would argue Chat with the passage of time, :he
electoral position of Allende would be s'irengi„hened. They
thereiore would see Volençe. as their only hope. The
danger of an army coup would ;Alen be great.

ARMY •
As regards the army, I said ?hat itis tradit'on of non-

interv,en.ttion in polCtics cannot be relied upon completely. In
Brazil, it had been F.; aid .hat there was a democat Pc

-
progres-

sive base in die army, par Acularly ail the sergean's level. But
the army overthrew We reformist Goulart government
in 1964. •

And while it is .:'rue that Ithere are progressiv.z. tenden.
dies in the army, as in P“u and Panama, one must remem-
ber qbat the carviend hg forces fought bitGarly in the Bolivian
artnay, leading to the overthrow of the amccimperialist
General Juan lose 'Torres by the pres,en1 right-wing General'
Hugo Banzer.

In Chile itself, General Rene Schneider was kidnapped
and murdered by top rightifst military conspiratkors as pare
of a coordinated putsch to preventd Allende's inauguyaion
and to "save the country from communism."

CIAA

Events developed almosi the way I precIrcted. At he
March 1973 elections, Allende's Unidad Popular increased
Ws voting istreneh fnom 36 per cent in 1970 to 43 per cent

The reactionaries then decided 'on cre.ating chaos to
poepare the way for the army intervention. The lorry owners'
two-month sITike, like the 80 day strike in Guyana in 1963,
coupled strIces of other middle strao

4a. groups .. — cloc. .
-d ors, airline pilots, .etc. — had a crippling effee-

As in Guyana the CIA played the role as financier of
chaos. TIME (September 24, 1973) wrote that its correspon-
dent Rudolph ' Ranch "vis • -ad a group of truckers 'camped
near Santiago who were enjoying a lavish communal meal of
steaks, vegetables, w,ne and empanadss (meat pies). 'Where
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dons the money for that com,e from?" he enquired. 'From
the CIA' tlhe truckers answered laughingly".

In Guyana, he Briti*h array and . the British-com-
manded rio '

Alce sat tight while tWe .opportunist, pro imper-
ialist politicians and labour leaders created a:-rife and dis-
order, which was then used by .(,11e_ British government to

. renege on its 1960 pledge to grant independence.
In Chile, the right-wing military brass, after pushing

aside .'he head of the armed forces, General Carlos Prats
Gonzalez, seized power in one of the most brutal military
coups.

SOCIALISM•
With Allende's downfall, he big questioa now pos-

ed is: "Is there a' peaceftil electoral road to socialism?".
•Many wilil now be saying: "I told you so: that road is im-
possible''.

. However, this ques.ion must be viewed dialectically
and not dogma . ically. While ;t. ',rue that for Latin Ame-
rica the strategic political road sociagism wfll be largely
through armed struggle, the elec,:loral road cannot be ruled
out „everywhere. Much depends on We national and inter-

. na,;ional balance of forces, and the concrete conditions.
• :The basic weakness of Allende's Unidad Popular Gov-

' ernm•ent, was that it had the legal, but not the political ca-
pacity to bring aboul socialism. With only 36 per cent
(1970) to 43 per ceni (1973) of electoral support . .t did not
have enough popular su•pport to deter ;he army.

Two Other problems compounded i. clifficulties;—firs -
ly no parliamentary majority in Congress; secondly, opposi-

. tion not only from the righ its, buY also from the ultra-
leftists inside and ou'‘sid.e the government.

. . REVOLUTION

- The lat,er created difficulties for Allende. Seeing
fference between national-democrapic anti-imperialist re-•

voluion and a socialist revolution, they forced a too-rapid
internal domesAc programme. The opposition Christian

- Democratic Party, it should be remembered, supported the
na,' 1,ionalisation of the foreign companies, but refused to go
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along w;',th some of .-,he domestic measures the government -,
pursued. They fought inside and ou':side of parliament
( National Congress) to embarrass the government and ulfri-
ma.tely to prepare the way for the army coup.

In Chile, as elsewhere, ideological work among the mas-
ses, including the armed forces, is a pre-,requisie to success.
Only in this way will he people be prepared, tio bear short-
term difficulties . clue tio economic aggression, and at the same •
ti me will he governmen;t: be able to combat the rightist con-
spirators in the army.

SOLIDARITY

The mihtary junta by i.-',.s acts 's now demonstrading that
it intervened on behalf of big busines fi . Communists and

are being rounded up and murdered. And a policy
of de-nationalisation has been inauguroed.

Business is back in tIne political saddle. The sham of
army neutra:ity and norm-timiervention is now exposed. A
new stage in the Chilean strugg.e for revolugionary people's
power has dawned. All Guyanese must express, their soli-
darity with the Chilean people,

1n2n671.06113.31.61E111211.MINIORMEINGIBM10201

• The PNC -,00k office on December 15
years agio. Immead of things getting better,
the nation by (the PNC leadeir, they are
Today, PNC mis-rule is -charactem'ised by
reaNiies:

1 96-4, oiver 9
as promised
getting worse.

the folllowing

Rising crime, proStituition, corruption, pm-ices, and
taxes; cu : s in social services; squeeze in wages and salaries;
economic depress'on; galloping inflation; rigged elecorisi
political murders; ae.tempted kidnappings, and atttempited
assassina tion of a poliPical dissident; army massacre in the
Rupununi in 1969 ; rising unemployment!. police harass-
ment; shcages of essenial items of consumption; black--
marke,ling and hoarding; muzzling of the mass nmeclim, per
secution of honest journalists etc.

The -fascist clique which is now in office, maintain.
that it is Adolph Hiier said -the 'same thing . in
Nazi Germany.
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