The Fascist Coup in Chile
Chedadi Jagan

The Popular Unity coglition government led by Salva-
dor Allende, afer nzarly 3 years in office, was over'bhrown
by an army coup. Presiden: Allende himself was murdered.

The mijlitary coup has the backing of the rightisk busi-
ness interesis, local gnd foreign. Buwi the US government
wys quick to deny gny involvement.

Such -denial however, is not to be taken seriously. US
* administgations have a long record of deceit io cover up
iheir misdeeds

The Kennedy admin’stratjon said that it recognised
the PPP governmen: because it came to office by democratic
elections in 1961. Yet soon after, it used the CIA to under-
mine the PPP, and pressured the British Govepnment to clis-

lodge it,

“The Eisenhowcr administration lied about spying over
the Soviet Union until the Russians produced the wrecked
1J-2 pl ne and the spy, Gary Powers.

Ambassador Adlai’ Stevenson denied in the United Na-
{ions US invelvement in the ‘Bay of Pigs” invasion of Cuba in
1961. Later; however, the invelvement was documented.

BIG BUSINESS

US business ‘nlevests were concerned aboul Chile not
only because of internal developments. Thers wgs also con-
cern abouy' its political significance for the Wesitrn Hemis-
phere as a whole. Anothelr socialist country would be a pace-
seikef for Latm American and Caribbean countries where re-
volution is high up on the ggenda. ,

US involvement before and aftex the 1970 elections in
~ Chile, was brought ou’in hearings before thetUS Senate Sub-
Commxttee on muliinational corporations, Atkmp's were
made by Inilyrna‘ional Telephone and Telegraph (ITT) and
William Broe, Western Hemisphere head of the Centrgl In-
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telligence Agency (CIA), to defeat Allende, to prevent h's
inauguration, and to carry ou. economic aggression against
his government.

COLD WAR
TIME maggzine (April 9, 1973) under a headline “The’
Worse Things Get The Better'', gave the fol&owmo chrono-
logy of collaboraiton as was unravelied during the hearings:
“July 16, 1970: Broe met with ITT Chairman Haxold
Geneen in Washing'on. Ths meeting had been’ proposed to

Richard Helms, then the CTA chief by John McCone, an ITT

direc or and former head of the CIA. Broe said that Geneen

told him that ITT was willing to pu” up a ‘substantial fund’ to

support a conservative candidate for President 'n the elec-

-~ Chile to be held September 4. According to Broe, at

that time the CIA declined the proposal because the US was =

not supporting a candidate in the Chilean electon.

“September 4: Allende won a 36 per cent plurality but -

st'il had to face a run-off vote in the Chilean Congress Ocilo-

ber 24

“September 9-10. Geneen told McCone at an ITT bOard
meeting that he was wﬂlmg to put up $1,000,000 for the US’
government to use in Chile. A few days later; McCone made
offers to both Henry Kissenger gnd Helms of “‘up to
$1,000,000 to support any government plan for the purpose
of bringing about a coalition of the opposition to Allende’.
McCone did not receive an answer.

“Septembek 29: Broe then made what! amounted to a

countevproposal to ITT Senior Vice-President Edwar'd-:

Gerrity Jr. Broe said ihat he discussed with Gerrity ‘the
feasibility of possible gctions by US companies designed to
create or accelerate economic insiability in Chile’. Broe
men'ioned such measures as the cancellation of credit lines
to Chile by American banks, a slowdown in delivery of ma-
chinery spare parts, acdion to fovce syvings and loan institu-:
tions to close diown, and the withdrawal of technical assist
ance. Broe gave Gerrity a list of American companies that
‘might help in such a plan, ‘provid'ng the economic course
wys feasible’. Gerrity said that he was opposed to creating

econamic disdurbancges, but later organised, according to the:/
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festtnony, at leas: two meetings with yepresentatives of such
companies as Anaconda, Kenneco ¢t Copper, Bank of Ameri-
ca; Pfizer Inc., 'and Rals'on Purina. The other compgnies

wers not willing to go along wih such adventurism.

NIXON AUTHORISED

Before Allende’s election it was disclosed that Nixon

authoriZzed the "JS Ambassador in Chile “io do all possible

to keep Allende from taking power’. And the Chilean apmy

was promised “‘full maver‘al and fingncial assistance for the
effort against Alllende’,

Agtually, in ‘1972, the US extended US $10 million to
the Chilean aiy force to buy transport planes and ofher equip-
ment,

Righiis:, forces ins'de Chile and some conservatives ouc-
side have wried to blame the Allende government for cqusing

,its own downfall. Its policies, they say, led to inflat'on and

grave dissatisfaction.

Buf the inflation was largely due to the US campaign to
‘create an econom’c squeeze “gimed at mtroducmq an ecoho-

. mic collapse”.

Thus, while the Pentaoon agreed vo give mﬂhtary aid o
Chile’ s brass, the US Fxport Import Bank refused in August

1977, “'to make a US $21 million loan to Lan-Ch'le airline to

buy lhmee Boeing Jeis, even though the airline had g5 perfect
repayment record”’. :

COPPER PRICE

The monopolists dropped the price of copper, Chile’s
main export) from 59 cents in 1970 o 48 cents in 1972, re-
sulting in a loss of US $240 million annually, a large sum
considering that foreign currency earnings were only

$1,400 miiion.

At the same ime, foveign credit was reduced from us
$240 million to $32 million a year. And prices of ‘mports

. Increased. In 1972, i, cost gbout US $100 m'llion more to

buy food, med)i:cin.ezs and suppliss overseas,

The US governmen:! also pressured other lenders not to

~agree to reschedule the huge annual debt repayments.
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There was also legal seizure of copper shipment to
France, ' )

All these acds of economic aggression robbed the Chil-
ean economy of Toreign exchange to buy needed foods al}d
. suppfies. ' v

In addition, Allende’s wealthy opponents wen? in for a-
policy of hoarding and black-marketing. '

QUR CONVERSATIONS

On five occasions Allende and I talked — at the Infter-

American Conference for Democracy and Freedom in Vene-

zuela in April 1960; in Chile in 1961, in Havana, Cuba in

1966 a: the Tri-Continental Conference, in Moscow in 1969 B

and again in Chile in October 1972, \

Always it was the same theme — how to get and hold -

political power for the benefit :f the masses.

In 1958, he lost the Presidential elections by about
40,000 votes. That was gbout the total number won by a left-
winger who had ratted and broken away from the alliance he

led [ NS

SOLIDARITY

At Maracal, Venezuewa, when he successfully bat‘tled
against an Aimerican manoeuvre to isolate Cuba, he talked .
about the need for a hemispheric organisation, Solidarity, he .

pointed outl, was absolutely essential; imperfalism was cap-
able of overtly gnd covertly operating everywhere, Similarly,

the people’s force in every coun'ry must also be able to lend

sypport to each other.

This viewpoint took form latey in the Tri-con*mental Ok-

ganisation (OSPAAL) in 1966, and the Latin American

Solidarity Organisation (OLAS) in 1967.

In our conversypiion a day before 1 left. Chile in October

1972, Allende and a couple of his closest aides were keen-
ly interested in my account of the US and CIA invo.vement
in our affairs, the extensive propaganda campaign, the fo-
meniing and fin mcing of strikes and riots.

Interest was keen because theré were so many simi-
lavities between Guyana and Chile.
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. Guya'na under the PPP, said the witch-hunpers, was go-
ing to be a second Cuba in the Wesiern Hemisphere,  So
it' was said would Chile be under Marxist Allende.

CRUSADE

" The Chrisiian Anti-Comnrgnist Crusade admitited spend-
ing US $45,000 during the 1961 election campaign to Sciefléit
‘i_f‘ne PPP. Internjional Telephone and Telegraph (IFF) and
otherg spent millions o defeay the Unidad Popular. Accord-
ing to the influential WASHINGTON POST, the CIA alone
threw in about $20 million to help Allende's opponent, [d-
uardo Frei, during ithe 1970 elections. ,

' -\X/‘h'at.:' evinced the greatest interest was the subversive acti-
vities of the CIA in fomenting the 80-day strike, how the CIA
agent Howard McCabe operaied through the Public Service

. Internaional and NUPSE, how CIA. funds were channelled

through the Gofham Foundation to pay the workers during

“the strike, how locall #rade union ledders had been trained in

subversion, in Washingion by the CIA and the Institute for
Free Labour Development - (AIFLD), how big' business
closed their doors and paid their workers to go out and dem
o;}sibrat’e in the streeis. CoL

Allende asked me to send all the available literature we
h’gd.l He instrudled that publicity should be given to the CIA
activities in Guyana as & warning to Chileans.

. VIOLENCE
At-one point, Allende asked in the light of our experience
for my obseyvalons on the situation in Chile.

The reagbim}ary forces, 1 said would not immediately re-
sortt toa militakr¥y coup. They would bide their

~time, hoping to defeat the: Unidad Popuilarx
_on the election front, that imperialist @conomic aggression
7.drop .in prices of copper, freeze on foreign credits, high-

er, prices for imports, etc.) coupled with local reactionary

:strife (demonstrations and strikes) and sabotage would re-
s qule in hardships for the working people; that inflation, short
.ages and high prices will Jead to dissatisfaction and loss of
“electoral suppori.

7 The danger poini would be the March 1973 elections,
I pointed out.



THUNDER © AUGUST — DECENBER 1973

If the Unidad Popular gained support then the right-
wing forces, [frugjrated through their failure to get their
anticipatedi major "y to enable them do impeach the Presi-
dent, would argue that with-the passage of time, ‘the
electoral position of Aliende would be s'eng hened. They

therefore would see violengs ‘as ‘heir  only hope. The

danger of an army coup would then he great.
ARMY

As regards the army, I said <hat iss  traditcn of non-
interviention in pclitics cannot be relied upon cojppletely. In
Brazil, it had been gpid hat there was a democat c-progres-
sive base in the armry, pardicularly af the sergean's level, But

_the army ovesrthrew the reformist Goulart government
m 1964, - ¢ ' '

And while it is Jrue that there are progressivi: tenden-
dies in the army, as in Peru and- Panama, one must remem-
‘ber that the contend ing forces fought bitrerly in the Bolivian

ammy, leading to the overthrow of the an§-imperialist
General Juan Josze Torres by the preasny right-wing General’

Hugo Banzer.

In Chile itself, General Rene Schneider was kidnapped
and murdered by top rightist mili'ary conspirators as payt
of a co-ordinated putsch to prevent Allende’s inauguyajion
and to “'save the country from communism.”

CIA v

Events developed almost the way I prediicted, At the
March 1973 elections, Allende’s Unidad Popular increased
it voting strength from 36 per cent in 1970 to 43 per cent

The reactionaries then decided on ¢reating chaos 1o

pyepare Jhe way for the army intervention. The lorry owners’
two-month sirike, like the 80 day strike in Guyana in 1963,

coupled with strkes of other middle straa groups — doc- i

vors, airline pilots, etc. — had a crippling effec*

As in Guyana the CIA played! the role as financier of:
chaos. TIME (Septembm 24, ]973) wro'e that its correspon—lf
dent Rudolph Ranch “vis t,°d a gnoup of truckers ‘camped .
near Santiago who were 2njoying a lavish communal meal of 7
steaks, vegetables, wine and empanadss (meat pies). ‘Where
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" does the money for that come from?” he anm'red. Trom

“.the CIA’ ihe truckers dnswered laughingly’.

'In Guyana, the British army and .ihe British-com-
manded police sat tight while the opportunist, pre imper-
lalist politicians and labour leaders created svrife and dis-
order, which was then used by ‘“he British government to
renege on its 1960 pledge to grant independence.

~In Chile, *he right-wing military brass, after pushing
aside }he head of the armed forces, General Carlos Prats
Gonzalez, seized power in one of the most brutal military
coups. '

. SOCIALISM
With Allende’'s downfall, ‘he big guestion now pos-

~ed is: “‘Is there a peacefil electcral road to socialism?”
‘Many will now be saying: ““l tpld you so: that road is im-

possible”

However, this quesion must be viewed dialectically

.and not dogma-ically. While it is drue that for Latin Ame-

rica the strategic political road io socialism wll be largely

through armed struggle, the elecioral road cannot be ruled

out everywhere. Much depends on the national and inter-

'na,.lonall ‘balance of forces, and the concrete conditions.

"The basic weakness of Allende’s Umdad Popular Gov-

"e:nmen‘t,- was that it had the legal, but mot the political ca-

pacity to bring about| socialisyy. With only 36 per cent
(1970) to 43 per cend (1973) of elecioral support 't did not
have enough popular support to deter the army.

Two other problems compounded 5 difficulties;—firs:-
Iy no parliamgnary majority in Congress; secondly, opposi-

tion not only from the righ ists, bup also from the ultra-

leftists inside and ou'side the government.
REVOLUTION

The laiter created difficulites for Allende. Seeing nu

Lidf fference between , national-democrafic anti-imperialist re--
“voluion and a socialisi revolution, they forced a too-rapid
“internal domestic programme. The opposition Chrisiian
~Democratic Party, it should be remembered, supporied the
“nationalisation of the foreign companies, but refused to go
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along w'th some of ‘¢he domestic measures the government
pursued. They fought inside and owside of parliament
(National Cengress) "o embarrass the government and ulri-
mately to prepare the way for the army coup. ‘

In Chile, as elsewhere, ideological work among the mas-
ses, including the armed forces, is a pre-requisite Lo success.
Only in this way will ‘he people be prepared ip bear short-
term difficulties due to economic aggression, and at the same -
time will the governmenit be able to combat the rightist con-
spirators in the apmy-

SOLIDARITY

The military junta by iis acts s now demonstralfing that’
‘it intervened on behalf of big business. Communists and so-
cialisis are being rounded up and murdered. - And a policy
of de-nationalisation has been inaugurajed.

Business is back in the political saddle. The sham of’
army neutraiity and non-inservention is now exposed. A
new stagé in the Chilean strugg.e for revolufionary people’s
power has dawned. All Guyanese must express their soli-
darity with the Chilean people. '

- The PNC {ook office on December 15, 1964, oker 9
yvears ago, Insiead of things getiing better, as promised
the nation by the PNC leader, they are . getting wolse.
Today, PNC mis-rule is characterised by the following
realjies: '

Rising crime, prostittion, corruption, prices, and
taxes; cu's in soclal services; squeeze in wages and salaries;
economic depresson; galloping inflation; rigged eleciions.
political murders; attempited kidnappings, and attempiled
assassination of a poliical dissident; army massacre in the
Rupununi in 1969; rising unemploymentt. police harass-
ment; showtages of essenfial items of consumption: black-"
. markefing and hoarding; muzzling of the mass media. per’
secution of honest journalists etc. ) P

The fascist clique which is now in office, maintains
that it is “socialist’. Adolph Hitler said the same thing in
Nazi Germany.
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