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to Chileanss
VtoLENCE
At ome point, Allende asked in the light of our experlenoe for

my obsexvatlons on the situation in Chiles]

The reactionary forces, 1 salﬁ,.W@ﬂld not immediately resort to
a militvary coup. They would bide= their time, hoping to defeat the
Unidad Popular on the electoral front, that imperialist economic
aggression (drop in pfice»of coppér, freeze on foreign credits, higher
prices for imports, etc.) covpléd-with‘local reactionary strife
(demonstrations and strikes) and sabotage W@ﬁld-fesult in hardships
for the working people; that inflation, shortages and high prlces'
will leaa o ilSSaUISLaCthE and Loss of electoral support.

The dunaer p01nt would be the Maxch 1973 elections, J@é%vwi?k’ﬂﬁf

If the Unidad Popuiar ga&m&{support then the I1ghﬁ—W1ng forces,
frus cratea through thelr failure Yo get thelr anbticipated maaurlty
%o enable thHem to impeach the President, would argue that with the.
passage of time, the electoral positien of Allende. would be
strengthened, agéﬁ'baexefore would see violence as their only hope.
The danger of an army coup would then be greatb.




. 2
ARMY

As regards the army, I said bhat its traditiom of non-intervention
in politics cannot be relied upon completely, InfBrazil, it had been
said that %hewe~w&s~afd&meemaﬁia«pragrasgiva base in the armyy partici-
larly at the sergeant's level, ' But the army overthrew the reformist
Goulart government in 1964,

And while it is true bhat bhere are progressive tendencies in the
army, as in Peru and Paname, one must remewber that the centending
forces fought bitterly in the Balivian army, leading to the overthrow
of the anti-lmperialist Gﬁn@f&l Juan Ja&a Torres by the present right-
wing Ueneral Huge Banzer. '

In Chile itself, General Reme Schneider was kidsvapped and murdered
by twg rightist military conspirators ags part of a co-ordinated pubtsch
to prevent Allende's inauguratien &md to "save the country from
communisn,”

Cs »l s A@

Hyents developed almost the way I predicted., At the Mareh 1973
elections, Allende's Unidad ropular increased its voting strengbh from
36 per ¢ent in 1970 to 43 per cent.

The reactionaries then decided on creating chaes to prepare the
way for the army inbervention., The larﬁy owners' Ywo-monbh sbtrike,
like the 80-~day strike 1n wu“aﬁa in 19634 coupled with sbtrikes eff obther
middle-strata groups - &acﬁmra, airline pidets, ete., ~ had a erippling
effect, &

As in Guyana, the C.I.A. played the role as financier of chaos.
Time (Sgptemb@f 24, 1973) wrobe that its correspondent Rudolph Hanch
"yisited avgraup of Sxuckers camped near Sanbiaszc who were enjoying a
egebables, wine and ewpanadas (meat nigﬂ)

f

In Guyaﬁag the Britvish army and the Bribtish-commanded police sag
vight while the oppertumist, pro-imperialist pdliticians and labour
leaders created strife and disorder, which was fthen used by bthe British
govermment to renege on ibs 1960 pledge tHo grant independence,

In Chile, bhe right-wing milikary brass, afber pushing aside bhe
head of the arwed forees, General Carles Brats &anzal@zg séized power
in one of the most brutal milit&zy c@upﬁa

With Allende's downfall, the big:guestlon now posed is: ¥Is there
& peaceful electoral road to socialism?® lany will now be sayings "I
told you so; bhat road is impossible."
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ﬁﬂw@%@ﬁ; @aiﬁ question mpst b@ ?i&ﬁ&ﬁzﬁi&l@ﬂ@l@&lly &mﬁ aa&
awgmatmaally‘ While it 1s trwe that for Tabtin America Lhe sﬁxa&agia '
political road to socialism will be largely ﬂﬁxauﬂh arued ‘strugzle, %h@
electoral road cannct be ruled oub everywhere. MNuch depends on the :

}aati@mal and 1&&@3&&&&&@&1 balance of faxeaﬁ, aad the conerete condi-
tions.

The basic weakness of Ailam&s*a Emiﬁaﬁ yapvlar g@verament was
that it bad the legal, but mot the political, capacity to bring abeut
focialisme Witk only 36 per cent (1970) to 43 per cent (1973) of
glectoral support, it did nob have enough @@@alam @@1ikieal $n}p9£# o
ﬁ@#ﬁx the army.

The latber creaved difficulties for Allende, ©Seelng no difference
between a m&tiwﬁ&l*éﬁw@aratim,'&mﬁiuimp&xialist revolution and a
socialist revolution, they faxmaﬁ a @‘@wwapi& internal domestic
PEOSTAmNSs

 The cpposition Christisn Bemocrabic Party, it E&ﬂulﬁ be remembered,
aunp@x@aé.nha atiem&liﬁa ipn of the f@:@ign eampaﬁlas, but r@Fuaaﬁ to
£o al@ag with some of the. ﬁ@mmavma weasyres the %@vemnm@aﬁ pumsu@é, _
They fought inside &nd outside of Parliament (Habional Congress) to .
embarass the government amﬁ,ultimat@ly to Fwep&xe ﬁme Way for the &rmy

Xm Chile, as clsewhere, iﬁ@@l@@m»&l work among ‘the maSmesﬁ
-1malnﬁing the armed forces, is a @f@«&@wvigit@ to suceess, Only in this
way will the people be prevared o bear short-ternm difficulties due to
economie aggression, and at the same time will the %@?@xnm@ﬁt’h& a%l@ o
to @@mbaﬁ ﬁha rigaﬁiﬁﬁ c@ﬁﬁgaxaﬁara 1& the ammyﬁ
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