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MEW HOPE FOR QUR AMERTNDIAM PEOPLE

By (Observer

The treatment of indigennus peoples all over the world has besn
of great concern to human rights activiasts and humanitarians. The
history of treatment meted out to them whethsr in our Americas or

glaswhere has baen one of ocruslty and insensitivity.

In Guyana our Amerindian population comprisss nine tribes in
acattered wvillages in  thes hinterland and riverain areas. For
decades theirs has bsen the story of neglect and sufferings.

Under the former PNC regime, they were invariably treated as
outcasts from sncisty, as "children of the forssts” and as third-
class citizens.

This sad story of shabby freatment has now come to an  and.

In the past four years attention has been paid to almost every
Amerindian settlemsent in the most remote parts of Guyana.

President Jagan himself has made visite to  Amerindian
comnunities, some of whom have never before ssen a Head of State
in pgrson.

President Jagan has taken under the wings of his OfFiPP the
Minister of Amerindian Aaffairs, a Permanent Secretary for
Amerindian Affairs and a specialissd fmerindian Unith. This is an
unprecadented dpvwlnpm“nf In addition, an Amerindian Advisory

e

Coungcil has hwpb form at th; instigation of the President, and
a Fund for omerindian DGVPlcu nt is bp1na commissinned.

Thase measures are intended to boost efforts towards  the

accelerated developmeant of amerindian communities. ITn the rescent

1997 Qtafp Budget resources have bamn allocated to undertaks
demarcation of amerindian land, to ssttle once and for 2ll the
thorny cuastion of Amerindian land title on which thers has been
a0 much fomt-d,aggmng-

In this regard the ﬁWP! ivie Government has moved Amerindian

d&valopment away from decades of lip-service and rhetoric. In the
ginﬂm whare Amerindians rP"idP dirsct government  funding
mtal ed some WL&O million between 1994 and 1994. This vear a

asum aof G§110 has besen set aside for ﬁmprlnduah 1asues.

Besides, aAmerindian communitiss continue to benefit from

prmgrawmﬁé negotiated with state agencies such as the Basic Needs

Trust Fund and the Social Impact fHmelioration Programme, as well
as frnm UNTCEF, UNMDP, TDB and ths Europsan Union.

Because of  the nature of Guyana’ terrain, HSmerindian
villages have been at peril of being cub nff from communication.
The state-run Guyana Alrways Corporation (GAC) had made attempis
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to service many interior locations with scheduled flights but
service had almost come to a halt under the previous
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administration. Many o6f the airstrips have been neglected and
abandon~d. Howe ver all this is changing and GAC is now servicing
18 interior locat cna with some 26 scheduled flights per week.
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't is expected that with a reduction in.fhe tax on aviatio
o ivate aircraft that *"ree for interior commuting would
zauced, and private plans would unde rtaka schedulad as
istinct from chartered flights a* affordable fares.

apart from regular flights, a farry service from Charity in

b

the Pomernon  to Moruka has been put  inte operation, and
Amerindian  residents in Orealla and Siparuta can now ply the
Corentvne River on a state-provided passengsr-service launch to

Guyana’s sasternmost town, Corriverton.

Multi-faceted development of amerindian wvillages has
reautlted in a campaign to move away from subsistencs farmin
this modarn technology is required. Through direct assis
goavarnment has provided sSome areas with chain-saws, tractors, an
out-board w”gxnae to assist this process of bringing Amerindians
into the formal market 2CONOMY .

Tremendous eafforts are being made to develop and pressrve
ame rindlan ru‘turp and tradatann%, while at the same time heslping
Lo integrate our "first people” into the mainstream of Guvanese
socisty. A 2 ahort»wu 2 radio has been commissioned and
Amaerindian vx11a0 ...... can  tuns in to programmes, including
dedicated and ,.wdmblo amerindian programmes, on radio seis
nrovided Free of cost by the government station.

At the moment samples of this radio have been d1 stributed to
some villages, but in btime all villages and their schools would
be provided with their own sets. In addition, in the Rupununi a
pilot scheme is  undesrway to take video films to the villages on
what is termed a mobile cinema.

Much  attention has besn given to the rehabilitation of
Amerindian hostels. The Amerindian residence in  Gesorgelown was
repaired and refurbished at a cost of G$éM. The Residence has
also  been provided with a wehicle to awsiQ in their
transportation of patients to and from the Geargstown hospital,
and for emergency cases. '

Shortly, a PnrtabEb Bawmill will be transported to Uhgioq 9
where it will be neficially used for fh@ entire 28 villages in
the Morth, Cantr&l and South Rupununit.

This vear special attention will be devoted to intensify
training of Amerindians in gurvnying, foreastry, and teaching, and
to promote  arts and crafts  of the fmerindians through a market
network in the Caribbean.
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Yes, amsrindians have been restored Lo a place of pride in
Guyana under the PPR/Civic Government. They know that in  many

ways. The most important ds in  the area of education. For
examglea, more yvoung Amerindian students are given scholarships to
attend secondary schools in Georgebtown.  This vear 35 young
students from the interior locations are attending the once
exclusive President’s College: 5 are attending the University of

Guvana through loans provided by the state: 9 ars at Carnegie
Schonl of Home Economics; 12 are at Government Technigal

Institute and at the Guvana School of aAgriculture; 4 are at The
Burrow’s 8School of aArts; and approximately 152 are attending
Secondary schools in Pnrgvfnun, and on ths ooast.

Aadditionally, history has been made in providing sound
asecondary  education in ASmerindian aresas. There are sescondary
ascheols at Mabaruma in the HNorth West; St. Ignatius  in Central
Rupununi; and Santa Rosa in Maruka. Very soon a sscondary school
will be built at Annail in  the Horth Rupununi, and ons at
Waramadong in Upper Mazuruni.

The Amerindian compunities have historically been ravaged by
dissases. Malaria is a mmurgw, and the neglect under the former
regime has had a tmrrible impact on Amerindian communities. But
considerable improvements have taken place recently in the aresas

of hesalth care and health delivery in the interior.

Doctors can now  be found in Hinterland hoapitalﬁ for the
rat time. For example, although there was a hospital in Mnru\a
ince 1984, there has never been a doctor stationed thers unti
this adminigtratimn mamse into office. In 1994, a doctor was

provided for the ospital full-time after the much neglected
bui?dingc ware ra ahllxtufoﬁ In addition, ove the last Tour

-

gars several "hesalth huts” wers built in ,“motp regions.
The over-all national objective,
to ensure that Amerindian communities in the interior continue o
improve their quality of life. This is being achieved, though the
journey to bring a new ray of light to our aAmerindian people
would necessarily be a long one.

acoording to Government, is
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